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Reviewing the following
• MSPE
• Careers in Medicine
• Specialty Advisor
• Specialty Resources – Chair Letters, Grades, 

Scores, Match Information, etc. 



Medical Student 
Performance  Evaluation 
(MSPE)



Is neither a letter of recommendation 
nor a prediction of future performance 

in residency

THE MSPE…



MSPE Format
● Identifying Information

 Identifies you as a fourth-year student at 
UTHSC

 AOA distinction automatically (if applicable)
● Personal Comments / Noteworthy Achievements

 3 main points about you
 You help write them

● Academic History
 Graduation and matriculation dates
 Breaks, gaps, LOA
 Transfer school / dual degreed program info
 Explanation of remediated coursework
 Explanation of adverse actions



Noteworthy Characteristics derived from CV
• Fluent in Spanish-Ms. Sara Smith has maintained proficiency in Spanish by 

seeking out opportunities with Spanish-speaking patients at Church Health 
Center and medical Spanish-self study.

• Career Military-Ms. Smith is a devoted member of our Armed Forces and has 
plans to spend her entire medical career in the US Army, where she will 
serve as an Army Officer and a physician. She hopes to provide unsurpassed 
quality care to active-duty soldiers, veterans, and their families.

• Sara loves teaching and has been an Anatomy tutor for 3 years. She 
individualized the teaching to prioritize that her tutees get the most out of 
their tutoring session with her. She would allot extra time every session to 
allow for comfortable pacing if needed and volunteered her personal time for 
supplemental learning. The sessions were followed up with emails providing 
good resources and often she would share her own notes.



MSPE Format
● Academic Progress

 basic sciences & introduction to 
clinical medicine (PCM)

 required clinical core clerkships and 
electives reported thru mid-October



MSPE Format
● Appendices

 A - bar graph of performance relative 
to peers in each preclinical course



MSPE Format
 B – bar graph of performance relative 

to peers in each core clinical clerkship
 C – assessment of professional 

attributes relative to peers 
 D – bar graph showing overall 

performances relative to peers



MSPE Format
 E – medical school information page

 Special programmatic emphases, strengths, mission/goal(s).
 Average length of enrollment (matriculation to graduation).
 Description of the evaluation.
 Med school requirements for successful completion of 

USMLE.
 Med school requirements for successful completion of 

(OSCE) 
 Utilization of the course, clerkship, or elective director’s 

narrative comments in MSPE.
 Utilization by the med school of the AAMC “Guidelines for 

Medical Schools Regarding Academic Transcripts.
 Description of the process by which MSPE is composed.
 Are permitted to review the MSPE prior to its transmission.



Clerkship Evaluation-Geanette to explain the current MSPE process



MSPE Appointment

• Purpose- One last career advising meeting to make sure that 
you are prepared for your job interview-Matching into the 
specialty of your choice.

• Meet to go over your CV/Transcript/Clerkship 
comments/Grades/ Scores and discuss who you are planning 
to have write your letters of recommendation.

• Remember we will also have Mock Interview Days with the 
Dean to assure that you excel on your interview day!



MSPE Meetings with Authors
• How to prepare for your appointments which start in April 2022. Start scheduling 
mid March.  If you know your specialty choice, go ahead and schedule early.  If you are 
not sure, set up a meeting with Dr. Cross or me.
• You will schedule your appointment on our landing page. 

https://liveutk.sharepoint.com/sites/UTHSCCOMCareerCenter
• Your author will need to review your clerkship documents before the meeting. Email 
your documents in advance of your meeting.

• Email the clerkship evaluation PDFs to your author at least 48 hours in 
advance.

• Share the MSPE document with your author 48 hours in advance as well. 
(When you send your materials to your MSPE writer, make sure you include 
the link to your MSPE draft, and make sure you "allow editing" so that the 
author can edit those drafts.

https://liveutk.sharepoint.com/sites/UTHSCCOMCareerCenter


MSPE Meetings with Authors
• You must have the following already completed to attend the 

meeting.  Be sure and have them prepared.

• CV
• Personal Statement 
• Transcript
• Noteworthy Characteristics in sentences-

Look at the landing page for examples.



Scheduling your MSPE Appointment
https://liveutk.sharepoint.com/sites/UTHSCCOMCareerCenter

Click “Schedule an advising appointment”

https://liveutk.sharepoint.com/sites/UTHSCCOMCareerCenter


Questions about the 
MSPE?



Careers in Medicine
• You will need to log onto the AAMC website
• You last used this before medical school
• If problems, please contact Javier Calzadillas 

(jcalzad1@uthsc.edu or 901-448-5531)



https://www.aamc.org/cim/choose-your-specialty

https://www.aamc.org/cim/choose-your-specialty


Purpose of the Specialty Advisor Meeting
• Discuss your fit for the Specialty of your choice and whether you 

need a parallel plan. (Ex. For Dermatology everyone who applies 
should be applying to two specialties to assure a match as there are 
not enough Dermatology slots for the number of students that 
apply.)

• Go over your grades and scores.
• Discuss the electives that will strengthen your application.
• Review your need for other activities like service or research that 

can improve your CV.
• If you are not a great fit, you should still consider applying but 

make sure to have a parallel plan.  



Specialty Advisors

Specialty Advisor Form:

https://forms.office.com/r/6SLWqxg2dM

COM Specialty Advisor Listing:

https://liveutk.sharepoint.com/:x:/r/sites/COMStudentAffairs/Shar
ed%20Documents/Specialty%20Advisor%20Form/specialty%20adv
isor/2021-
22%20specialty%20advisor%20list.xlsx?d=wc1e1b905ffc7484ba580
d4d911d871c2&csf=1&web=1&e=wOfUki

You will need to meet with your Specialty Advisor.  
Send your form back to our office by 2/1/22.

https://forms.office.com/r/6SLWqxg2dM
https://liveutk.sharepoint.com/:x:/r/sites/COMStudentAffairs/Shared%20Documents/Specialty%20Advisor%20Form/specialty%20advisor/2021-22%20specialty%20advisor%20list.xlsx?d=wc1e1b905ffc7484ba580d4d911d871c2&csf=1&web=1&e=wOfUki


Specialty Information
• For competitive programs like orthopedics, you must meet with the 

Specialty Advisor. They can help you if you do not get enough 
interviews. However, that must happen by the end of December, 
or as soon as possible.

• If there are virtual meet and greets for your specialty, you need to 
attend, so they know who you are and your interest in their 
program.

• If you want to match out west or be in a certain location, you 
should be in contact with that program early. You can email after 
the current match and let them know of your interest.



Residency Explorer 
will allow you to 

explore and 
compare residency 

programs in 11 
specialties and 

compare your profile 
to applicants who 
matched at each 

program.

https://www.residencyexplorer.org/Account/Login

https://www.residencyexplorer.org/Account/Login


AAMC Residency Explorer
Residency Explorer will allow you to explore and compare 
residency programs and compare your profile.



• Many Resources on the AAMC website
• https://students-residents.aamc.org/applying-residency/apply-smart-
residency/managing-your-finances-during-residency/

https://students-residents.aamc.org/applying-residency/apply-smart-residency/managing-your-finances-during-residency/


Texas STAR



Specialties Requiring Chair Letters
• Medicine-Yes
• Surgery-Yes
• OB/GYN-Yes
• Peds- maybe for some programs
• Med-Peds- need Medicine letter and maybe peds
• Radiology-yes
• Anesthesiology-usually
• Ophtho-Yes
• Derm-Yes
• Pathology-No
• Ortho-Yes
• Neurosurgery-Yes



Specialities that will not interview without a Step 2 
score

• Psychiatry will not offer and interview without a Step 2 CK 
score.

• However, more specialties may require this in the future.
• I strongly urge you to have your Step 2 CK taken by the first 

week in October.  
• Your educational Deans require it by October 31st.  



Specialty Grades, Scores and Match Information

https://liveutk.sharepoint.com/sites/UTHSCCOMCareerCenter/SitePages/Applying-to-Residency.aspx

https://liveutk.sharepoint.com/sites/UTHSCCOMCareerCenter/SitePages/Applying-to-Residency.aspx


M3 Timeline



Next Career Advising meeting

We will have workshops on preparing 
• CV
• Personal Statement 
• Noteworthy Characteristics

Strolling through the Match will be in May 2022.

• However, we have recorded videos for these already on the landing 
page and so does the AAMC for all of these and much more.

• Career Advising Video Library (sharepoint.com)

https://liveutk.sharepoint.com/sites/UTHSCCOMCareerCenter/SitePages/Career-Advising-Video-Library.aspx


Questions?


